of any quarrel or battle was difference of opinion and misun-
derstanding.

9^. No sanction to amend Shastras

The rules under religious laws and moral codes are, in
their very nature, in the form of permanent injunctions.
They represent the crystallised wisdom of our forefathers.
They cannot be subjected to alterations to suit changing cli-
mes or personal whims. They may prove irksome during
practical application but does not entitle any one, more so a
firm believer in the Shastras^ to give them a new interpreta-
tion or a twist to meet the needs. It is a comman tendency
among those who have mastered sciences based on Shastras
(like astrology) not to disclose facts but to prescribe propiti-
atory measures to ward off evil influences and incidentally
derive pecuniary gains. That there is no sanction to amend
Shastras has been proved by Sahadeva, who unmindful of
the fact that his expertise was sought by no less a person than
his inveterate enemy, rigidly adhered to the directives con-
tained in the Shastras. To ensure success, Duryodhana
was advised by Bheeshma to consult Sahadeva for an auspici-
ous time for inaugurating the Kurukshetra war. Known for
his integrity, Sahadeva fixed the Amavasya on margasira
month, fully conscious that Duryodhana's success would
mean his own end. Anticipating the crisis, Yudhishtira
pleaded with Lord Krishna for His intervention, who sensing
the dangerous consequences, worked out a proper solution,
thwarting Duryodhana's attempts. The Lord was full of
praise for Sahadeva's upright conduct and respect for tradi-
tion.

Some who are claiming themselves as custodians of
Dharma, extremely fair and incorruptible, acted quite con-
trary to what they sermonised. The portrayal of Salya's
character in the great epic, Mahabharata, is intended to re-
mind us of the presence of such hypocrites among us. Salya
desired that he should be called a true follower of the princi-
ples of righteousness. Having joined the feast of Duryo-
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